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Connection to Faith Communities
See Chapter 1, Section “The Importance of Faith Communities to the L’Abri en Ville Model” p. 13
Why does L’Abri en Ville have a partnership with faith communities?
L’Abri en Ville is not a religious organization but is connected to numerous faith communities, including Unitarian, United, Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian and Jewish.
From these faith communities, L’Abri en Ville receives the gifts of volunteers working with resi​dents and on the L’Abri board, furniture, large and small meeting spaces, and often, financial help. When we have volunteers from a faith community, we can go back to that community time and again to ask for help. In the past number of years, the residents have been welcomed into our sponsoring faith communities to sell the cards they have designed. These sales help to defray the cost of camp and fund other special resident activities.
When a volunteer comes from a faith community, she comes not only as an individual who is putting her/his beliefs into action, but as part of the commitment of the faith community itself. For instance, at the Unitarian congregation where some eight members volunteer at L’Abri, Eleanor Beattie recently spoke one Sunday of the success of the Replication Project, and the whole congre​gation applauded. The Unitarian congregation has taken its ownership of this project.
All of our sponsoring faith communities feel this kind of ownership of L’Abri. What individuals within those faith communities do becomes part of the ministry of that congregation. For L’Abri, how powerful it is to be supported by many whole congregations! For the faith community, it is strengthened as it shares in the positive good that comes from the various involvements.
Of course, not all our volunteers come from faith communities. This is not a demand of ours; nor is it a reality. Wonderful volunteers have come through the personal contacts of L’Abri supporters. But unlike many other organizations that ask for volunteers through, for example, the Volunteer Bureau, we have never had difficulty in attracting or keeping volunteers; indeed, most of our earliest volunteers are still with us. The spirit of long-term commitment of the faith communities translates into a collective ethic of personal commitment for all our volunteers, church-goers or not.
In summary, we have found that there is a deep congruence between the purpose and spirit of L’Abri and that of faith communities, and that our partnership has enriched us both.
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